
 
 
 
 

A peace deal between the 
Colombian government and the FARC 
(Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia) was signed earlier this year, 
on September 26th to finally end 
Colombia’s longest running armed 
conflict.  
 
 
In a symbolic gesture, the pens used to sign the historic 
peace deal, years in the making, have been made from 
recycled bullets once used in the conflict.  An 
inscription on the side of the pens reads: “Bullets wrote 
our past. Education, our future.”  
The peace deal was supposed to end a 52-year-old civil 
war between the military and the FARC.  However, on 
October 2nd the people of Colombia voted against this peace accord in a very close vote.  With 
only 0.4% difference in favor of “No” this means that the country is very divided.  This does not 
mean that the majority of the voters were against a deal between the two sides, but instead do not 
agree with enough of the terms of 
agreement that it was not viewed as a 
positive solution.  
 

 
 
Something crucial to keep in mind when speculating on 

the vote’s results is that the coast was hit harder by Hurricane 
Matthew than anywhere else in Colombia The hurricane flooded 
voting stations and prevented many citizens from being able to 
vote.  With the results having such narrow margins, it proposes 
the question of how accurate this vote actually was in representing 
the entire opinion of the public, especially since the winning side 
was focused in the center of the country, which was not affected 
by the hurricane to the extent of the coast. 
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Even though the deal called for an estimated 6,000 guerrilla fighters to give up arms and 

form a political party and was signed by both sides, a majority of ‘No’ voters claim that there are 
not severe enough punishments being placed upon the members of the FARC.  Most Colombians 
do see the deal as a target to strive for, although they complain that it is unfair one way or 
another, usually pointing the finger at the FARC.  Regardless of the outcome, the agreement is a 
very complicated and emotionally charged process. 
 
 

According to Jorge Bermudez, a former Colombian soccer player, he does not see it 
working out, commenting that he does not “think the agreement will become a reality because 
dealing with people who have killed so many children, that have maimed people and suddenly 
they are in government ... how will this country end up with such people?”  It grants an amnesty 
for “political crimes” committed during the conflict. But it will not cover the worst atrocities, 
such as massacres, torture and rape.  Salud Hernández (correspondent for El Mundo newspaper) 
was skeptical of the deal’s policies, “Even speaking with the guerrilla fighters, they can’t hide 
that what they have done for the last 52 years is massacre, kidnappings and extortion.”  
 
 
The solution to the urgency of ‘what to do? is quite complex especially due to its significant 
implications.   The solution has three likely scenarios: 
 

- Reach a national agreement that allows the FARC and other victims of the peace 
accords to renegotiate and find consensual points on delicate topics. 

 
- After a few weeks of negotiations, the alliance between Juan Manuel Santos - the 

president of Colombia -  and the right wing might fracture, the peace accord 
would solidify, and the alliance between the liberal political elites, the left wing 
and social organizations would deepen. 

 
- Santos could realign with Uribismo, restructuring the elites and leading to the end 

of the peace accords and the revival of the armed conflict. 
 

With all opinions taken into consideration, the nationwide vote is not binding, which 
allows President Santos to disregard the public’s vote.  While this would be a major executive 
decision with extensive consequences, it may be the only chance Colombia has at finally putting 
an end on the decades of constant fighting with the FARC. 
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